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BANK OF THE UNITED STATES.-—T he general meet- 
ing of the stockholders of this institution commenc- 
ed at Philadelphia on Monday last—Rufus King, esq. 
was appointed chairman, and Joseph Gales, Junr. 
secretary. A grand committee, composed of gen- 
tlemen from most of the states of the United States, 
was raised to enquire into the condition of the af- 
tairs of the bank, on behalf of the stockholders, who 
were to have met again on Thursday last to hear 
their report.. This is the whole amount of the pro- 
ceedings which can reach us in time for the present 
number, except the following: 

The Democratic Press says—The committee ap- 
pointed by the stockholders, are very diligent in 
in their enquiries, and their report is looked for 
with much anxiety; The expose of the president 
of the bank, is spoken of in high terms of approba- 
tion. One consequence likely to arise out of this 
thorough sifting of the affairs of the bank, is a 
change of the cashier. The Baltimore speculations 
and losses it is feared, are of greater extent and a 
more ruinous character, than .liave heretotore been 
apprehended.” 





Sparn.—A Paris paper, of the 12th of September, 
announces the elevation of the duke de San Fer- 
nando to the office of prime minister of Spain, and 
remarks that this measure “is se far important as it 
is known that his sentiments, with regard to the 
cession of the Floridas, are favorable to the ratifi- 
cation of the treaty. He is said to have considera- 
ble influence over the mind of his sovereign.” 





BRitisH EMPIRE. It will be seen by a reference 
to our foreign articles, thatthe spirit of disaffection 
is rapidly marching to its termmation in Great Bri- 
tain. What the termination will be, we do not 
pretend te say—but this seems quite certain, that 
the present state of things cannot last much longer. 
Every day adds fuel to the flame, and a commotion 
appears to Le generally expeeted. 





“GLORIOUS UNCERTAINTY OF THE LAW!” The case 
@f the bank of the United States vs. Joshua Norvell, 
reeently decided at Lexington, Kentucky (see the 
report at length, page 150), has excited no little as- 
tonishment. It is the opinion of the court, after 
much argument and profound investigation, that the 
bank cannot recover the amount of a promissory note 
held by it--not being privileged by its charter to 
deal in such things! If this 7s the law—and the 
fashion is to consider the decisions of our judges as 
constituting it, the great purpose for which the bank 
was established, that of discounting promissory 
notes, hag not bean provided for in its charter. 

If the case can be brought before the supreme 
court of the United States, we do not suppose that 
there will be any difficulty in settling this point on 
the broad principle which governed when the case 
of McCulloh vs. the state of Maryland, was before 
that tribunal. The constitution of the U. S., says 
that all powers not delegated are retained to the 
States or the people, and no power is granted to the 
general government to pass acts of incorporation; 
yet, che court determined that the bank was ‘ve- 
cessary and proper” to give effect to the authorities 
delegated, and wasthereferc constitutional. So, al- 

Vow, XVIT.——10. 





though the charter of the bank does not invest the 
corporation with the power to deal in promissory 
notes, but as such a power is “proper and necessa- 
ry” to the bank, it follows thatthe charter comp. e- 
hends it! 

But suppose Mr. Norvell will not agree to carry 
the case up to the supreme court of the United 
States, and certainly, the decision being in his favor, 
he willrefuse if he Gan—whatis tobe done? Whe 
right of the bank to prosecute individuals in the 
courts of the United States is denied (see page 130), 
and we believe has been successfully resisted, on 
constitutional principles—how then is the bank to 
recover its monies loaned tu the people of Kentuc- 
ky, if the people are not pleased to pay their dcbts 
which, however, every man ought to do? 





State of the Times. 


The article inserted below is the production of one 
of that class of men which is considered by us as 
the heart’s blood of the republic—a plain, honest 
and intelligent countryman,“whose word will pass 
for more than he is worth,” and whose nervous 
arm is always ready to defend the rights of his 
native land. Coming trom such a quarter, we 
respect it and publish it, though we apprehend 
that our friend has not “viewed the whole 
ground” with his accustomed care. 

He takes it for granted that congress will protect 
domestic industry, by the imposition of duties, &e. 
at the ensuing session. ‘There cannot be adoubt 
but that our country’s good requires this of the 
national legislature. But willthey doit—is there 
enough of reflection and political science in that 
body to understand the principles of wealth, as 
derivable from labor—have they energy enough 
to resist the combined operations of foreign in- 
fluence and domestic folly, as opposed to such 
proceedings—have they courage enough to raise 
a revenue by honest means, direct taxations of the 
people, instead of depending upon the present 
partial, unjust and oppressive, as well as uncerta‘n 
mode of supporting the govermment? Are the 
people prepared realiy to believe that they themselves 
as the consumers, pay the duties, though the merchant 
meets the bond for ihem at the custom house? ‘This 
appears to be a very simple question; but do we 
calculate when buying a pound ef coffee for 
25 cents, that one fifth of the amount goes to go- 
vernment? ‘These are queries about which mach 
may be said, and will probably furnish texts for an 
extensive essay two or three weeks hence. 

Again—It is freely admitted, for we feel it as bad as 
any one, that money, according to the common 
understanding ofthe saying, is exceedingly scarce 
—but does this arise from the want of money or 
its fair representative, or because there is no pro- 
fitable business to give it circulation? Weappre- 
hend that it is the latter which mainly affects the 

‘ plenty or scarcityof money. Ifa man hada house 
full of eagles, what could he do with them now 
by which he might safely throw them into the com- 
mon business of the people? Wedo not see how 
he could be any thing else than ‘a miser or a spe- 
culator,” if he regarded his own interests, in tHe 
present prestratian of domestic indestry. 
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it is a favorite as well usa very general idea, that 
there is a want of a circulating medium—but we be- 
lieve this want arises more from the want of produc- 
tive employment for that which we have, than any 
thing else. The people now, donot generally want 
money te make money (as is the case in prosper- 
aus times), but to pay offold debts. Relief as to 
the latter is certainly an object of great considera- 
tion; but pay-day on the new loans would also come 
round, and unless money can be used to make 
nore money, we should be hereafter worse off 
than we arenow. ‘thereis no real relief to be 
expected while such is our policy, thata girl at 
Manchester, aided by machinery, produces some- 
thing that balances the labor of four or five men 
in the United ytates. 





The present awful crisis in the pecuniary affairs 
of the people, affords a fuir opportunity to their 


statesmen and lawmakers, to see in their true co- 


lors, the impropriety of the measures pursued at 
the close of the war; - to discern the policy wherein 
the real happiness and prosperity of the nation con- 
sists, and to apply such remedies asthe dear, bought 
experience of the times evidently points out. 

Although the expediency and necessity of afford- 
ing every protection in the power of congress to 
domestic industry were fully and clearly made 
known at the proper time, with the precision of 
mathematical demonstration, which ought to stand 
as a perpetual monument of the sagacity, fore- 
thought and wisdom ofthese that framed the memo- 
rials and remonstrances on the subject, and of the 
want of these eminent qualitiesinthose who reject- 
ed them,—yet there is some excuse for the mea- 
sures adopted, in the impressions which but too ge- 
nerally prevailed. There were many who could 
not be brought to believe, by any force of reason- 
ing, that it was their interest to pay even more for 
the manufactures ef the country than for those im- 
ported of the same quality. J eeling was really ne- 
cessary to convince some of their true interests, and 
we may now fairly presume that but one opinion pre- 
vails, among all who have any Claim to intelligence, 
on the necessity of encouraging manufactures. 
Congress, it is to be expected, will then, lose no 
time after their meeting, in passing such laws as will 
effectually protect the manufacture of every article 
that can be produced in the country, in quantity 
equal to the home demand, 

A question of much importanee however arises. 
Can all the protecting laws which may be enacted, 
now set the factories a-going? Isthere circulating 
medium enough to carry them on with any pros- 
pect of success? At the end of the war, there could 
be no question on this head; but now the consider- 
ation seems of grea: magnitude. From a general 
view of the state ofthe times throughout the union, 
the belief is justified that there is not. And if the 
whole amount of balances against the country in its 
foreign trade, for the last four or five years, was 
brought into one view, this belief would not only be 
strengthened, but the surprise great, that a single 
dollar should remain with us, The capital that 
does remain to any extent, is not in the power of 
those friendly to home industry, but generally in 
the hands of misers and speculators, If, then, there 
are not means sufficient to re-establish the old fac- 
tories orto establish new ones, protecting laws 
would be nugatory, unless congress would, at the 
same time, devise some method to furnish a medium 
adequate to the purpose. If this could be done, 
for a limited time, without giving any improper in- 
fluence to the government, or exciting any new 


|of man. 
and a post office, whereat the mail regularly ar- 
rives twice a-week. 





spirit of specalation among the people, the acdvane 
tages resulting would be so great, that no mais, 
friendly to the solid wealth of the nation—its home 
industry, ought to oppose the measure. A curren- 
cy might be established, bottomed on a pledge of 
reservations of public land, and loaned at interest, 
to those only who could give real estate of sufficient 
value in security. Such a currency would be use- 
ful to the government by the interest derivéd on it 
—would be useful to the nation at large by putting 
into active operation its industry and internal re- 
sources; and, in a short time, by a proper applica- 
tion of it, it would create real wealth and thereby’ 
supercede the necessity ofits continuance. 

Were congress to consent to add this plan or 
something similar, to proper protecting laws, andthe 
people ingeneral were resolved to actin the spirit of 
the system, we might, underthe auspices of Divine 
Providence, anticipate a speedy change to better 
and happier times. 

The paper system has already done so much mis- 
chief, that many weil meaning persons deem it im- 
proper an any account: But such ought to reflect 
that part of the same evil itself, must sometimes be 
used as acure. Inthe present case, the systemis 
recommended, in an improved form, on/y as a choice 
of evils. That some reinedy for the present state of 
things is wanting, needs no argument—every body 
knows and fees it. Multitudes ef people, both 
able and willing to work, who have no means but 
their industry, cannot find employment. Many that 
have valuable property but owe even a little, can- 
not raise that little on account of the scarcity of 
money; so that property is every day falling a sacri- 
fice, anc without some change must continue to do 
so. ‘Those who can command money, instead of 
applying it ina manner useful to the country, are 
watching for such sacrifices; and what is most to be 
dreaded, from a continuance of the present times, 
is—that too much property will fall, for little or 
nothing, into the hands of a very few persons, who 
may use the influence derived from it to the public 
injury. 











British settlement in Lllinois. 
Extract of letter to the editor of the Register. 


The town of Albion is now the centre and the 
focus of the British settlement in the Illinois, and 
where the trees spread their leaves last year, only. 
There are now about thirty habitations, forthe most 
part occupied by brick-layers, carpenters, b!ack- 
smiths, wheel-wrights, coopers, and many other ar- 
tificers necessary tothe convenience and well being 
It has also a well supplied store, a tavern, 


It arose out of the union of the Flower family and 
some other gentlemen, who formed the plan and 
subscribed their land, for the mutual benefit of 
themselvesand others of their countrymen. It has 
also a handsome market-place, a place of worship, 
and public library -- and is: progressing with all the 
rapidity that the most sanguine could wish. Not- 
withstanding all the evil reports that the common 
enemies to the British settlement have spread with 
eager and interested malignity, its advantages are 
superior to most new settlements in the United 
States, ‘he town is situated on the dividing ridge 


between the great and little Wabash, about twelve 
miles from the former, and six from the latter. It is 
high, dry and healthy, and our medical attendant as- 
sures us, after a twelve months residence, that no 
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situation in England, with the like number of inha- 
bitants, would have afforded so few patients. 

The public have confounded the British settle- 
ment with the banks and the swamps of the Wa- 
bash. There is no more of the quality of swamps 
in it, than in the hill-country of Virginia or Penn- 
sylvania. : 

Its farming con¢erns also assume a most cheering 
appearance, This first harvest has produced near- 
ly a sufficiency of corn and grain, for the subsistence 
of this rapidly increasing settlement, by the united 
efforts of British and American indastry:—an union 
which promises fair to make the Illinois one of the 
most prosperous states of the union. 

Farming is carried on more extensively than is 
usually the case in America--this arises from the 
natural advantages of its situation, being a open 
pra and more easily cultivated than heavy tim- 

ered land. The first settler of land of this descrip- 
tion, if he hires labor, cannot clear his land for less 
than from twelve to fifteen dollars, per acre— 
while the Illinois farmer can clear the most bushy 
part of hisland for five dollars, per acte, and enter 
on a much easier and less expensive mode of tillage. 

The flocks and herds of Messrs. Richard and 
George Flower, beautify the scenery of the Illinois, 
and being gentlemen of eminence in fgricultural 
concerns in England, promise fair to enrich America 
with a choice¢selection of cattle and sheep of the 
most approved breeds, They have already collect- 
ed between two and three hundred head of cattle, 
and a flock of five hundred sheep,—from both of 
which there is a prospect of sufficient profit to re- 
munerate them for their trouble. The corn fields 
of other gentlemen, also afford an abundant proof 
of the facility with which the Illinois is cultivated, 
by one person growing upwards of eighty acres of 
torn the first year of his settlement; and the numer- 
ous instances and specimens of industry and perse- 
verance, Which are exhibited by the settlers in ge- 
neral,} have been the subject of commendation by 
all their visitors, both from England and the United 
States. Thesearce, I trust, sufficient facts to over. 
turn the unfounded reports of its enemies, and the 
statements of Mr. Cobbett, who has written without 
any‘correct information on the subject of this set- 
tlement. 


— 


—_$_——— ee 


Banks and Banking. 

Uy. S. bank stock—The price of this stock is quot- 
ed in the newspapers at about 98. In London at 21/. 
7s. 6d.—<about 95 dollars. 

The branch bank at Chillicothe, it is reported, 
has instituted a suit against the old dank of Chiluco- 
the for FORTY-SEVEN THOUSAND DOLLARS, 

“ Bratus,” in the Aarora, has commenced a new 
series of essays respecting the bank of the United 
States. In his address to the stockholders who met 
on Monday last, he says—your wisest act would 
be a petition to congress praying for a law of disso- 
tution. There is a repose in death which no opiate 
can procure.” 

‘The country!”?—A Philadelphia paper says that 
“Mr. Cheves, at the call of the country, was placed 
at the head of the national bank.” ‘The country,” 
by which we nnderstand the mass of the people of 
the United States, had not much more to do in the 
election of Mr. Cheves than in the choice ofthe last 
pope--and why the bank should be called ‘national’ 
we cannot tell. It is not either national or constitu- 
tional, in our opinion. 
, Ohio eleetions.—We noticed the resus of the elec- 
tion in Noss gounty (in whieh Chillicothe is located), 





~‘ 





last week. The district of counties composed of 
Muskingum, &e, give the anti-bank candidate for 
senator 1659, and the gentleman who was friendly 
to the bank, 663 votes. ) 

The Ohio controversy. From the Chillicothe Sup- 
porter of Oct. 20—-Messts. John L. Harper and Tho- 
mas Orr, two of the officers who executed the war- 
rant of the auditor, for the collection of the tax im- 
posed by the legislature on the offices of discount 
and deposite of the bank of the United States locat- 
ed in this state, were, on Monday last, taken into 
custody by the deputy marshal, on a capias, for a 
trespass vi et armis, in taking said tax out of the 
banking house established here. Bail was required 
of them to the amount of $240,850 each; but they, 
not willing to involve their friends in any trouble, 
refused giving any. They were then taken to the 
prison in this place, where they are now in close 
confinement. We are informed that a writ has also 
issued against Ralph Osborn, auditor of state, which 
was probably executed yesterday. 

The overplus of $20,355, of which notice has been 
taken in some of the papers, and which appears not 
to have been considered in requiring the amount of 
bail, was returned to the branch, and by them re- 
ceivec, on the return of the officers from Columbus. 

City bank of Baltimore.—A correspondence be- 
tween the late cashier and the president of this in- 
stitution is published, by which it seems that the 
present board made a mistake as to the amount of 
small notes issued beyond those registered or duly 
accotnted for; and that, in this respect, the old 
cashier is not to blame. | 
_ Bankrupt law.—A writer in the New-York Even- 
ing Post, speaking of the bankrupt law, observes— 
“if a banking institution fail to redeem its notes, 
and in specie if required, on demand, it might and 
ought to be declared bankrupt: all further operations 
should, from that moment, cease, and its funds be 
placed in the hands of conservators, for the benefit 
of its unfortunate and unwary ¢reditors.” 

“Important failure.”’-—-The bankruptcy of a mer- 
chant-tailcr, in the little, sober, temperate and dis- 
creet town of York, Pennsylvania, is so announced 
in the newspaper of that place, and it well may be 
considered so,—for it appears that this tailor had 
stopped payment for the enormous sum of eighty- 
four thousand dollars! We did not believe that such 
hing could have occurred, except in our large 
cities, 





‘Course of Exchange!’’ 

That merchants and traders at a distance may 
know the rates for shaving bank notes at Baltimore, 
we offer the following brief notice of the value of 
paper, as it is differently marked, engraved and 
signed, 

_ United States’ dank and al its branches, par. 

New-Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode- Island, Con- 
nectigest and Vermont bank notes—Boston at 1, the 
reat, generally, at from 2 to 3 per cent. discount, 
except those of Connecticut, payable in New-York, 
which are at par. 

New-York city, and the country notes which gre 
depositable in the city banks, par. Jacob Rarker’s 
30 per cent. dis.; Hudson, 90; do. “receivables,” 
80; Catskill aqueduct co. 50; M*Kean’s & Myers’ 
notes, 60, Utica insurance, 12; Ontario bank, 15 to 
20, Jefferson county bank, 50; Cherry Valley, 10; 
all the rest preity good—regulated by the market 
at New-York. , 

New-Jersey.—Most of the banks in this state are 
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nearly at par, or may be passed off as such—the rest | 


‘50 or 60 dis. 


at from 15 to 20 per cent. dis.; new banks of both 


in the course ofa week, ‘The brokers assume the 
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at Zor3 dis. 

Pennsylvania.—All the Philadelphia notes, par. 
The good country notes, 24 to 3 dis.; Pittsburg, 5: 
the rest at uncertain prices, or at no price at all, 
and too tedious to detail. 

Delaware—All good except the Commercial bank 
and bank at Laurel—the former at 7 per cent. dis. 
the latter at from 50 to 60. 

Maryland—City bank of Baltimore 10 dis.; Caro- 
Jine, ditto; Elkton, Somerset, Somerset and Wor- 
cester, Port Deposite, and Cumberland, at no price. 
Frederick county, Havre de Grace and Annapolis, 
at par. The rest pretty good—the worst at 4 per 
cent. dis. 

Virginia—The old banks, 14 dis; bank ef the Val- 
ley, from 14 to 2 dis.—no other notes in the mar- 
ket. 

North-Carolina, 63} :to 7 dis.; South-Caralina, 2; 
freorvia, 3; Louisiana, no demand, but 124, if sold 

Uliio—the best, the specie paying banks, at 10! 
Cincinnati, &c. from 20 to 40, Some as much as 


Kentucky and Tennessee—old banks, if in demand, 


states, and bank of Nashville, not to be sold at all. 
District of Columbia—generally, 1 dis; Mechanics’ 
and Franklin banks of Alexandria, 50 or 60 dis.; 
Merchants’ bank—6 cents for 1000 dollars! 
gPThe rates of discount on much of the paper 
abovementioned, oftentimes varies several per cent. 


power and virtually possess it, of causing such fluc- 
tuations at pleasure. The above were their rates 
on the Ist of this month. 





Accounts current/—A very respectable gentleman 
a few days since, forwarded a letter containing $6 
in notes of a good bank at home, and which also 
cught to be respected here, and would have been, 
except for the modern miseries of the paper system. 
The account stood as follows: 
For the Weekly Register to Sept. 1820, 
and supplement to vol. 16, _ - - $6 00 
Deduct—postage of a triple letter, 75 cts. 
discount on the money forwarded, at 15 
per cent. 90 cents, - . - . 1 65 


Net proceeds, - - $4 35 

Another gentleman ordered the supplement to 

vol. 16, and enclosed a one dollar note to pay for it 

——luckily the note was at par!--so the matter stood 
thus: 

For the supplement, - - - $1 00 

Deduct postage on a double letter, 0 50 


Proceeds, O 50 cts. 
OcPThese things happen for want reficction. 
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Legislature of Vermont. 
On the 14th ult. the legislature of this state con- 
vened at Montpelier, and on the 15th the governor 
delivered the following speech: 
Ge:;tlenie:: of the council, and 
gentlemen of the general assembly, 


ad —_ 


privileges remain secure, and our laboring citizens 


yet reap the rewards of their own industry; and that 


peace and a good understanding continues between 
us and the nations with whom we have any consi- 
derable intercourse. Although some apprehen- 
sion exists, that the arrangements with Spain, so 
happily concluded with their minister, will not be 
ratified on the part of the Spanish government, yet 
we may entertain a hope, that further reflection 
will enable them to judge more correctly of their 
own interest, and put an end to the long existing 
disputes between the two governments, and settle 
a boundary line, which will prevent all danger of 
future disturbances, 

While we enjoy a rich variety of distinguished 
favors, we ought to reflect on them with gratitude, 
and render the most unfeigned praise to Him who 
so liberally bestows on us his richest blessings. Per- 
mit me, gentlemen, to enquire, that while we enjoy 
allthe means of wealth and happiness, why sp general 
ac omplaint of the scarcity of circulating medium,and 
the consequent distress of individuals, in discharg- 
ing their private debts and managing their own 
concerns, preva‘ls? For a people, possessing arich 
and extensive territory, abounding with the fruits 
and productions of almost every clime; with an un- 
shackled commerce throughout the habitable world; 
possessing genius and enterprize, exceeded by no 
people on earth, to be in distress for want ofa suf- 
ficient portion of medium, is a subject that loudly 
calls for investigation and reform. Amongst the 
various causes, the want of economy, in my opinion, 
is the most prominent.—The unlimited credit given 
in this country, in almost every branch of business, 
to say nothing ofthe banks, proves the ruin of too 
many valuable citizens, of every class and profes- 
sion in society. The frequent bankruptcies, sus- 
pensions, and commitments to the county jails, suf- 
ficiently prove the fact. I am sensible that this 
great and growing evil, cannot be wholly remedied 
byacts of legislation; yet, lam persuaded, thatevery 
wise and virtuous legislature will study and pro- 
mote economy, wherever it is consistent with jus- 
tice, ancl that benevolence which is due to our fel- 
low creatures. 

_ Suffer me, gentlemen, to submit, for your consi- 
deration, the propriety of passing a law freeing the 
body of debtors from arrest ard imprisonment, on 
debts of a small amount, which may be contracted 
after a given time, in future. I amof opinion, that 
more property is spent in collecting small debts by 
law, especially where the body is taken in execu- 
tion, than the amount of debts saved by such col- 
lection. Talso believe, that if would discourage 
credit where it ought not tobe given, and produce 
| punctuality in those who obtain it; yet the only safe 
remedy against embarrassment or poverty, is are- 
trenchment of family expenses, and lessening the 
consumption ofarticles of foreign growth and manu- 
facture. Much may be done by encouraging home 
manufactures by legislative provisions, but the mos‘ 
powerful of all means is that of example. Let but 
one influential citizen, from each town in this state, 
return from this legislature to his constituents with 
a rigid determination to abandon the unnecessary 
use of foreign articles, and while he enjoys all tlie 


It is with pleasure that I meet you on the present | real comforts and actual conveniences of life, rejeci 
occasion, at atime of so general prosperity; when {every thing that is superfluous; his fellow citizen: 
nov only our own state and country, but the nations | would soon emulate his example, and exhibit an im- 
of Eurape, share hberally of the blessings of Provi-| proved state of society.—General information 1s 
dence. The last season has been peculiarly propi-jindispensably necessary to the preservation of» 
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tious, and the earth has yielded herincrease in great | free republican government; but this cannot be re 

ehundsence. It is also a subject of the most pleas- j tained, if the great body of the pcople, throug” 
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ing consideraien, that eur dear bought rights and | want of economy, indulge their propeMsities in the 
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use of superfluities, and become poor and unable to 


educate their childrén. ‘the patronage of the 
wealthy, will never be indiscriminately extended to 
the children of the whole community. Even that 
source will diminish where extravagance prevails. 

if 1 am not mistaken, in those states where the 
banks are the most numerous, and the means of 
credit the most easy, the recent cry of scarcity of 
medium, and its consequent distresses, have been 
the most heard and felt. This, gentlemen, will de- 
serve some attention,*if petitions to increase the 
number of banks in this state should be preferred. 
Although I wish equal privileges to be extended 
to every part of the state, yet Iam confident, that a 
multiplicity of incorporated banks in a state, will 
prove injurious to the community, if not ruinous to 
each other. 

In compliance with the constitution of this state 
a council of censors must be chosen, on the last 
Wednesday of March next; it, therefore, becomes 
necessary for the general assembly, at their present 
session, to pass a law regulating the choice of said 
council, and appointing a place for the first meet- 
in 

it will also be requisite to elect a number of trus- 
tees of the university of Vermont, to fill the vacancies 
of those whose times of office willexpire on the last 
day of November next. I would likewise suggest 
for your consideration, the propricty of granting 
some further pecuniary aid to the university, in 
order to enable its officers to render it eminently 
useful and truly honorable to the state; at least, un- 
til the land granted or sequestered, for that pur- 
pose, can be leased, and produce that revenue to 
the university which was expected, and which, I 
hope, willsoon be realized. 

The act for ascertaining certain claims of this 
state against the United States, and for obtaining 
the same, has been duly attended to, but has not 
yet been decided on—It was late in the last session 
ot congress before all the necessary papers could 
be forwarded, agreeable to information received 
from our representatives, relative to the evidence 
that would be wanted to substantiate the claims. 
‘The papers now lie with the third auditor in the 
treasury department, for adjustment.—I expect a 
settlement soon after our representatives arrive at 
Washington, at tlre next session, if it is not done 
before. 

J am informed by Jt. Bangs of the U. S. ordnance 
department, at Vergennes, that he has been direct- 
ed by the senior officer of that department, to deli- 
ver to the executive of this state, six hundred and 
seventeenstands ofarms, being a part of this state’s 
proportion, under the law of the United States, ap- 
proved April 23d, 1808, muking provision for arming 
the whole body of the militia of the United States. 
‘rhe arms are to be distributed tothe militia, under 
such rules and regulations as shall be, by law, pre- 
scribed by the legislature ofeach state and territory. 
The general assembly will, therefore, make such 
order relative to the disposition of said arms, as they 
judge most expedient. Lieut. Bangs will deliver 
the arms atany place within this state, where they 
can be transported by water; but is not authoris- 
edto remove them toany place by land carriage. 

Allcommunications that have been made to me, 
during the recess of the legislature, will be the sub- 
ject of special message, and seasonably communi- 
cated. 

I gannot, gentlemen, close this address without 


of chief magistrate of this state. The repeated as- 
surance of their confidence has added new obliga- 
tions to improve my feeble ability in promoting 
their best interest. Notwithstanding I have labor- 
ed under many disadvantages -yet, I have the ap- 
probation of my conscience, that | have endeavored 
to be faithful, and that I have never suffered my 
private interest to interfere with my public duties. 
And, if errors have been committed, I entreat my 
fellow-citizens to cast over my failings the mantle of 
charity, and consider them errors in judgment and 
not design. I-have always thought it wrong, in a 
republican government, to make too frequent chan- 
ges of men in office, least it checked that laudable 
ambition to acquire that knowledge which is neces- 
sary to discharge the duties of the office, with ho- 
nor to themselves, and for the best good of the state. 
But I consider it an equal if not a greater error, to 
continue any persons in the most important offices 
in the state forsuch a length of time, as to encou- 
rage them to conceive that they ought to hold their 
offices by prescription, and lose that sense of re- 
spensibility to their constituents that every officer 
in a free government ought at all times to feel; nor 
until old age imperceptibly steals upon them, and 
renders them less adequate to perform the duties 
of their oflice, than they themselves imagined. 

From these considerations and the great desire 1 
have to spend the residue of my life in domestic ic- 
tirement, I recommend to the freemen of the static 
to unite on some other person to perform the duties 
of chief magistrate, after the expiration ef the time 
for which | have been recently elected. Yet beas- 
sured, that my zeal for the public good will never 
cease but with my reason or my life. 1 hope, 
through the aid of an indulgent Providence and 
your kind support, to be able to discharge the du- 
ties of my office to acceptance, during the present 
year, and, at the close of the same, to have the plea- 
sure of bidding you a friendly farewell. 

JONAS GALUSHA. 

Montpelier, Oct, 15,1819. 





The following address was delivered by licut. 
governor Brigham, before both branches of the le- 
gislature, on the lath inst. 

Gentlemen of the council, 

and of the house of representatives, 

I embrace this opportunity to manifest my accep- 
tance of the office to which I have been declared 
duly elected. 

And on this occasion t beg leave to observe that 
for more than forty years I have been honored by 
my fellow citizens with various offices, both civil 
and military, some of them of minor grades, others 
of more importance, all of them honorable. In the 
discharge of the duties incident to those offices to 
say that I have never erred would be absurd, but 
from the repeated elections which I have had, it 
might be charitably hoped that I had invariably 
meant to discharge the duties which devolved upon 
me in such a way as would best promote the public 
welfare, 

I have now arrived at the age marked in holy 
writ as a time of labor and sorrow, ata period fce 
in which the world has almost lost itscharms. For 
several years past f have neglected makirg a simi- 
lar communication to this, from considerations in 
some degree aside from my ewn judgment and 
feelings, but fora long time I have been determin- 
ed not to letthke present occasion pass, without 





expressing to you, and through you to the freemen 


manifesting in this public manner, that it is my wish 


ofthis state, the grateful scise I entertain of the | hereafter, not to be considered a candidate for any 


honor bestowed on me in electing me to the office oihce, 





T have chosen the present time to make this 
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communication, that the members of the legislature 
and others might have the best opportunity to se- 
lect a citizen, who they could present to the consi- 
deration of the freemen at large, to fill the office 
Which I now hold. 

1 cannot refrain at this time, as it probably is 
the only one which will ever present itself, to ex- 
press the deep sense of gratitude which I feel to my 
fellow citizens, for the muny unmerited favors which 
they hive so repeatedly bestowed upon me, and to 
offer up to that Being who directs the destinies of 
worlds and individuais in the best possible manner, 
my most ferveut supplicants for the prosperity and 
happiness of this state. 

I am now ready, for the last time, to take the ne- 
céssary oxths of office, as required by the constitu- 
tion and laws of this state. 

PAUL BRIGHAM, 
Mentpelier, Oct.15, 1819. 





nal 


Important Law Case. 
FROM THE KENTUCKY GAZETTE. 

The defendant in the action reported below, was 
a debtor in the branch bank of the United States at 
Lexington, by a note for $600, payable to John T. 
Mason, Jr.—endorsed by said Mason to?Richard M. 
Johnson, and by said Johnson assigned to the pre- 
sident, directors and company of the bank of the 
United States. ‘This corporation commenced an 
action against the defendant on a petition and sum- 
mons, in the Fayette circuit court, returnable to 
the present term. A demurer was filed by the de- 
fendant, under the 9th section of the charter, 
which brought before the court the question—whe- 
ther or not the institution has a right to deal in 
promissory notes? and other points were treated 
of, which are fully exhibited in the opinion of the 
hon. Benjamin Mills, as given in this paper. Blair 
and Butler were counsel for the bank. Bledsoe, 
Haggin and Humphreys for the defendant, 

It is proper here to observe that the defendant 
would not have suffered suit to be brought against 
him, but for a bank requisition which he deemed 
unreasonable, unjust, and without the pale of the 
powers of the bank directory.—And the defendant 
does not intend to avail himself, as we believe, of 
any legal advantage he has obtained. 


The president, directors and company) 
of the bank of the United States, . on petition & summons 


Siu ‘Norvell. 2 

The court being now sufficiently advised of, 
and concerning the demurer ef the defendant to 
the petition, delivered the following opinion, viz: 

The plaintiffs set out a note made by the defen- 
dant in favor of John T. Mason, and by him assign- 
ed to Richard M. Johnson, and by Johnson assign- 
ed to the plaintiffs in their corporate capacity.— 
Thus they shew their title to support the legal 
averment in the petition, that they “have thereby 
become proprietors thereof.” ‘The note, on its 
face,is made payable at their office of discount 
and deposite, in Lexington. From this statement, 
taken asthe record presents it, the plaintiffs have 
mecome the purchasers of the note in question, 
and the following questions have been made and 
debated at the bar: Are the plaintiffs allowed by 
their chaxter to purchase the note? and if they are 
not, as they possess it, can they hold such property 
therein as will authorize this suit to recover the 
amount, and they remain subject to the penalties 
inflicted by their charter? Or, in other wards, 
jiave they acquired a title which must remain un- 
impeached, not being expressly declared void, 





| 


while the only redress is an infliction of the penal. 
ty for a breach ofthe charter?» The court will pro- 
ceed to answer these queries. It is a sound rule 
with respect to corporations created by statute, 
(and none in this country can be oreated in any 
other way,) that they can only act in the manner 
prescribed bv law. They are the mere creaturea 
of the acts to which they owe their existence. 
They must be precisely what the incorporating acts 
make, and derive all their powers from these acts, 
and be incapable of exerti:g their functions in any 
other manner than the acts allow. This principle 
is strongly recognized by high authority—{see 2 
Cranch 127. Head and Armory vs. Prov. Ins. Co. 
2 Johnson’s rep. 109. Beatty vs. Marine Ins. Co.4 
Taking this rule for a guide, the court will proceed 
to examine the incorporating act of the United 
States bank. Its powers delegated, and capaci- 
ties granted in the 7th section, are indeed ample. 
It is made “able and capable in law, to have, pur- 
chase and receive, possess, enjoy, and retain, lands,. 
rents, tenements, hereditaments, goods, chattles 
and effects, of whatever kind, nature and quality.” 
But these powers are in the close of the section 
made ‘subject to the rules, regulations, restrictions, 
smitations, and provisions’’ thereinafter prescribed 
and declared. Of course, what follows must form 
the demarkation of power and capacity, If this 
section, with such an ample grant, was to have no 
restriction, the corporation with such ample means, 
instead of being the hand-maid, would, or might 
soon become the mistress of the sovereignty which 
created it. The debts payable in property of eve- 
ry embarrassed individual, might be procured at a 
fearful discount. Estates, sold under execution, 
might soon be engrossed by the bank at large sa- 
crifices, and disposed of at large advances. The 
evils of such a corporation existing, may be more 
easily conceived than expressed. The court then 


| will take what follows as the true limits of pow- 


er. The 7th article of the 1lith section de- 
clares, that “the lands it shall hold are only such as 
shall be requisite for its immediate accommodation in 
relation to the convenient transacting of tis business, 
and such as shall be mortgaged to it by way of secu- 
rity or conveyed in the satisfaction of debts provi- 
sionally contracted in the course of its dealings, or pur- 
chased ut sales upon judgments,which shall have been 
obtained for such debts.” Ifthe bank should acquire 
lands in any other mode, or for any other purpose, 
than this article allows, would its title be valid? 
The court presumes not. Consequently, among 
the same articles adopted for its government, the 
court will look for its power and capacity to acquire 
or hold personal estate. Accordingly, in the 9th 
article of the same section, this emphatic restric- 
tion is found: The said corporation shall not direct- 
ly nor indirectly deal or trade in any thing, except 
biils of exchange, gold or silver bullion, or in the 
sale of goeds really and truly pledged for money 
lent, and not redeemed in due time, or goods 
which shall be the proceeds of its lands,” Now 
the nate in question is not a bill of exchange, nor 
indeed a quasi bill. Promissory notes in this state 
are made assignable, subject to the equity or de- 
fence attached to them in the hands of the original 
payees. Only these actually discounted by the 
bank of Kentucky, or other banks, whose charters 
contain the same express provision, are placed on 
the footing of foreign bills of exchange. Their 
consideration, and the consideration supposed to 
pass between each assignor and assignce, is cons 
testible, and no person is estopped by the appli- 





| cation of the law-merchantto set up defence against 
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_ the validity of the note or the endorsement thereof, 
as he would be in the case of a bill of exchange. 
The charter under consideration gives not to the 
notes held by the corporation the dignity of bills } 
of exchange; of course, they are subject to the law 
of the place where the contract is made. The 
note in question cannot come under the other de- 
nominations of chattles described in the article 
last recited, to wit: gold or silver bullion, or goods 
really and truly pledged for money lent and not 
redeemed in due time; for no pledge is alleged or 
pretended; on the contrary, absolute ownership is 
averred and relied on. -Of course, the court con- 
cludes that the bank was not permitted to pur- 
chase the note in question. Nor willany construc- 
tion put upon the words deal or trade, authorize 
them to dose. ‘i hese words, it is true, mean buy- 
ing and selliie these articles; and, if the bank is 
prohibited from doing both, either must be includ- 
ed inthe same prohibition. Nor will the conclud- 
ing expressions “for or upen its loans or discounts,” 
give the authority—for they are authorized to loan 
the articles which it is allowed to hold, and to issue 
bills of credit in another part of the charter-. 
and as to its discounts, it is peculiarly applicable 
to bills of exchange which it may lawfully buy and 
sell. Nordoesthe court suppose, that the expres- 
sions inserted in the note in question, that it shail 
be payable and negociable at the office of discount 
and deposite of the bank, authorize the purchase; 
for the bank must derive its authority from the act 
ofits creation, and not from the grant of the de- 
f ndant.—This conclusion, thatthe bank could not 
purchase the note, is somewhat fortified by the si- 
Jence of the charter, as to what kind of notes it can 
purchase or acquire, when a provision of that na. 
ture is found in the charter of the bank of Ken- 
tucky, and in most other acts of incorporation, 
which authorize notes to be taken. Whe kind of 
note, Where payable, and how and when negoeiable, 
suust be expressed on the face of the note. But 
the act now under consideration, describes not the 
kind of notes in which the bank may deal; of course, 
if it can purchase this one, it may purchase all 
notes afloat in society, whether for moncy or pro- 
perty, and the power, if it exists at all, is unrestrict- 
ed. The same conclusion is, however, more forci- 
bly strengthened by the 12th section, which enacts 
or declares “that if the said corporation or any per- 
son or persons, for, or to the use of the same, shall 
deal or trade in buying or selling goods, wares, 
merchandize, or any -omnodity whatsoever, contra- 
ry to the provisions of this act, all and every per- 
son and persons, by whom any order or direction 
for so dealing or trading shall have been given, 
and all and every person and persons who shall 
have been concerned as parties or agents therein, 
shall forfeit and jose treble the value of the goods, 
wares, merchandize, and confmodities, in which 
such dealing and trade shall have been,” &c. 
If, therefore, the plaintiffs were not allowed to 
make the purchase of the note in question, yet as 
they have got it, are they allowed to hold it and co- 
erce its collection, and be permitted to atone for 
the offence by paying the penalty, iftit shall ever be 
inflicted? Or, in other words, when a positive law 
has declared that the act shall not be done—is the 
act good, when the penalty is paid, and can a title, 
acquired contrary to the express direction of the 
Jaw, bea vatidone? The affirmative answer to these 
enguiries has been ingeniously and ably supported 


by the counsel for the bank, and has the sanction of 


high authority on itsside. The courts of Westmin- 


| actions originating in illegal transactions. It has 


been said by them that where the illegal contract 15 
executory, money paid upon it, may be recovered 
back, aliter if it be executed—and that where the 
contract is only malum prohibitum, and not malum i 
se, it wasa good consideration to support an action. 
Such are the principles of the case—Lowry Vs. 
Bordieu, Doug. 470; Tappendin vs. Randall, 2 Bos. 
and Pull. 467; Faikeny vs. Reynous, 4 Bur. 2069, 1 
Bur. 545, Cro. Ja, 643, 1 Wilson 229, 2 Bur. 1077, 
and some cases of Durnford and East, since the re- 
volution. ‘These cases, even with regard to natural 
persons, whose interest they decide, are very ques- 
tionable; but they are still more so with regard to a 
corporation, the artificial creature of its incorporat- 
ing act, the limits of which it ought never to be per- 
mitted to transcend; for how an unlawful tranection 
should even in any way become the legal basis of au 
action at law; or in other words, that the law should 
even in any manner lend its aid to enforce claims 
arising out of its own principles, is to this court un- 
accountable. ‘To state the proposition seems to re- 
fute it. Itistrikes the mind at once as contrary to 
reason and Jaw. ‘This court will rather at once lay 
down and maintain the broad principle, even with 
regardi to natural persons, that what the law says 
shall not be done, shall not vest a title or receive 
any 2id when it is done, and is discoverable in any 
existing or pending controversy; and that a title ac- 
quired against law shall not be enforced by law, what- 
ever atonement the offender may be able to make, 
by paving the forfeit annexed to the forbidden act, 
This principle has met with the sanction of many 
of the courts of the United States, and different 
states of high standing. {See Maybin vs. Ceulin, 4 
Dallas, 298; Tlannay vs. Eves, 3 Cranch 242; Mitch- 
ell vs. Smith, 4 Dall. 269; Duncanson vs. McClure, 
Ibid. 398, and sundry othercases in the New York 
reporis. ] : 
These cases, which may be consulted at leisure, 
will shew that the ground now assumed by the court, 
wants not the sanction of authority and precedent, 
as well as the first principles of reason, even wlicrc 
natural persons with natural rights are concerned, 
and of course corporations, and especially those ot 
a potent, extensive and monopolizing character, 
ought to be as strictly, if not more so, confined with- 
in the rules of reason and good order, and circum- 
scribed within the strict limits of delegated author! 
ty. Upon the whole, it seems tothe court that the 
law arising onthe demurer, is for the defendant. It 
}is therefore considered by the court, that the plain- 
tiffs take nothing by their bill, but for their false 
clamor be in mercy, &c, ‘That the defendant. go 
hence, without day, and recover of the plaintiffs his 
costs, by him, about his defence in this behalf, ex- 
pended. 











The Slave Question 
IN MISSOURI AND ARKANSAW,. 

We have received a copy of the minutes and pio 
ceedings of the “American convention for pro- 
moting the abolition of slavery,” convened at Phi- 
ladelphia on the 5th of last month. Present, de- 
legates from several societies. 

Among the papers entered in the proceedings our 
attention has been called to the following report 
~ and many, we have no doubt, will be gratified 
with its insertion inthe Reeistrer. It isa powe: 
ful paper. 

Report of a committee of the Delaware society, resp: t- 
tng the constitutional powers of congress to prohibr: 





ster Hull seem in some degrec astude, in supporting 


or restrict sluvery within the tervitaries belonvins (4 
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the United States 0» new states, on their admission 


into th- federal compact. 


“ona | 
— 


United States, and become incorporated into the 
union. But, more clearly to illustrate the feelings 


‘The committee to whom was referred the subject | and opinions, which prevailed upon this subject, we 


of the powers of congress to restrict slavery in the 


refer to acts, which leave no room for doubt ormis- 


proposed state of Missouri and the territory of Ar-| apprehension. 


katsaw, respectfully submit the following report: 


The committee are deeply impressed with the im- 
portance of the subject submitted to their conside- 
A question, arising under the constitution 
ofthe United States, the great charter of our kber- 
lies, involving the respective powers and rights of 
the federal and state governments; a question, upon 


ration. 


the issue of which depends the probable welfare aici 


happiness, or the certain misery of so many millions 


- On the sixth of April, 1776, even previous to the 
declaration of our independence, the importation of 
slaves wasexpressly prohibited. Upon the cession, 
to the United States, of the territory north-west of 
theriver Ohio, a cession too, it is to be remarked, 
to which aslave holding state, Virginia, was a par- 
ty, an ordinance was passed by congress, on the 
thirteenth of July, 1787, the sixth article of which 
isin the following words: “There shallbe neither 


of the descendants of Africa; and the decision of [ slavery, nor involuntary servitude, in the said terri- 


which ast greatly affect, if not entirely determine 

tig character and duration of the American repub- 

lic, demands the most serious attentionand the most 
dispassionate and candid discussion, 

Your committee have therefore viewed with much 

yegret and alarm, the temper and disposition that 

were exhibited in the debate upon this subject in 
congress at its last session, Whilst some of the 
members, abandoning the open field of candid en- 
quiry and fuirargument, contended, that any act of 
congress restricting slavery in the proposed state of 

Missouri, would be disregarded and contemned by 

the people, and thereby be rendered nugatory, 

others assumed the tone ef defiance, and the lan- 
guage of menace and contumacy. 

if this momentous question tis to be decided under 
the influence of feelings, such as those that have 
been recently manifested, the advocates for the re- 
striction of slavery cannot but tremble tor the result, 
and Still mere deeply deplore the fate of those un- 
offending and unhappy beings who will become its 
certain and miserable victims. It therefore be- 
comes highly important, that the pubic attention 
should be immediately and properly directed to the 
subject, and that the epinions and sense ofthe le- 
rislatures of the respective states, whose weight 
and influence in the scale of the union are to be 

materially and deeply affected by the decision o7 
the question, should be speedily ascertained, and 
openly expressed. 

‘here has been, in the opinion of your commit- 
tee, a period in our national history at which the 
public voice on this question weuld not haye been 
divided. When, wnder the wrongs and tyranny 
practised towards this country by the government 
of Great Britain, the hearts and minds of the citi- 
zens were feelingly alive upon the subject of civil 
liberty; when itt was unanimously declared by the 
thirteen United States of America, “that all men 
are created equal; that they are endowed by their 
{creator witli certain unalienable rights; that among 
tiese are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; 
and that governwentsderive their just pew ers from 
the consent of the governed;” if tt had been sug- 
gested, that ene chject of the union, was not only 
to perpetuate the odious state of slavery, but toex- 
tend it beyond its present limits; that, so far from a 
right being reserved to the federal government to 
yes'rict the evil, they might be compelled to aid its 
exte:sion, the accusation would have been repel- 
led with indignation, and considereda libel upon the 
American character. 

' Many of those illustrious caracters who framed 
our constitution, it is fair to presume, would have 
preferred the evils under which our ‘country then 
stregeled, to the adoption of a constitution which 
inight entail bondage upon so many millions, and4 
spread it overa country of such wide extent, as 


tory, otherwise than in the punishment of crimes, 
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted. 
Provider always, that any person, escaping into the 
same, from whom labor, or servitude, is lawfully 
claimed, in any one of the original states, such fu- 
gitives may be lawfully reclaimed, and conveyed to 
the person claiming his, er her labor or servitude, 
as aforesaid.” These acts, in the opinion of your 
committee, dc not require explanation, orcomment. 
They show, as plainly as acts can show, that pre- 
vious to the adoption of the constitution, congress, 
deriving its powers from the articles of confedera- 
tion, which, as far as its regards this subject, gave 
less jurisdiction than they now possess under the 
present constitution, did possess the power, and ex- 
ercise the right, of legislation on the subject of sla- 
very, to the fullest extent, so far asit did not affect 
those whowere then within the actual limits of the 
stutes composing the confederation. The existence 
of this power was not then denied, against its ex- 
ercise, there were ne objections. 

These acts, exhibiting a cotemporaneous expo- 
sition af the powers of congress over the subject 
under consideration, afford the fairest, and best rule 
of construction that can be given. It is the rule by 
which judges are guided in the construction of sta- 
tutes, and in the application of the principles and 
maxims of the common law; and it is the rule, to 
which common sense would refer, to ascertain the 
meaning of any ancient grant of power, or charter 
of rights, about which doubts could arise. 

The question then fairly occurs, in what respect 
has the present constitution of the. United States 
abridged, altered or destroyed, the powers which 
congress possessed, and exercised, over this sub- 
ject, under the articles of confederation? By the se- 
cond article of confederation, “each state retains its 
sovereignty, freecom, and independence, and every 
power, jurisdiction, and right, which is not, by this 
confederation, expressly delegated to the United 
States, in congress assembled.” Nor is there any 
provision to be found in the act of confederation, 
authorising congress to legislate upon the subject 
of the importation of slaves, or their migration, or 
to admit new states, except Canada should agree 
to the confederation, unless such admission be 
agreed to by nine states; not to pass laws, or regu- 
lations, in regard to the territory of the United 
States. Hence it will appear, that far less power 
was delegated to congress, by the articles of confe- 
deration, than is now possessed under the present 
constitution. Porthe power which congress now 
possess under the constitution, the committee beg 
leave torefer to the ninth section of-the first article 
of the constitution, which provides, that “the migra- 
tion, or importation, of such persons, as any of the 
states, now existing, shall think proper to admit, 
shall not be prohibited by the congress, prior to the 





would, most certaiuly, become the property of the 


year 1808.” The peculiar phraseology of this clause 
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is worthy of remark. In no other part of the con- 
stitution where the states are mentioned, are they 
metioned as the states now existing. et 

It is just, therefore, to infer, that the importation 
of slaves, and of course the existence of slavery, 
was strictly limited to the states then existing; and 
that no state, or territory, that should afterwards be 
incorporated into the union, could be considered, 
in regard to this clause of the constitution, in the 
same light as the states then composing the union, 
So also, in the ordinante of 1787, already alluded 
to, we observe a similar phraseology, where it pro- 
vides, that any person escaping into that territory, 
from whom labor, or service, is lawfully claimed in 
any one of the original states, such fugitive may be 
lawfully reclaimed, &c. holding the same language, 
and conveving the same idea, of the restriction of 
servitude to the states then existing. 

Congress: have not been remiss in exercising a 
part of the power granted in the last recited clau- 
ses of the constitution. Laws have been enacted, 
prohibiting the importation of slaves, since the year 
1808, under very severe penalties In regard to 
their migration, though no act of congress has yet 
been made to prohibit it, yet an act has been passed 
regulating the mode of their conveyance and pas- 
sages coastwise, which clearly indicates that con- 
gress considered itself as having the power of le- 
gislating on the subject. We refer tothe eighth 
and ninth sections of the act passed March Ist, 1807, 
which enacts, “that the master of any vessel of 
forty tons, or more, from, and after, the first day of 
Jauuary, 1808, sailing coastwise, having on beard 
any negre, mulatto, or person of color, for the pur- 
pose of transporting them to be sold as slaves, shall 
subscribe duplicate manifests of every such negro, 
and shall severally swear that the persons therein 
specified, were not brought intothe United States 
after the first day of January, 1808, and that un- 
der the laws of the state they were held toservice, 
or labor.” Under the term “persons,” therefore, 
mentioned in the ninth clause of the first article of 
the constitution, it has been considered by congress 
that slaves, negroes and mulattoes, are meant, and 
included, and their migration, or importation, to use 
the words of the constitution, may be prolubited af- 
ier the year 1807. 

With regard to the true meaning and intent of 
the words migration and importation, as used in 
the constitution, your committee have no deubts.— 
They do not find that even in common parlance, or 
by authors of approved authority, they are used or 
considered as synonymous. Importation isthe act 
of bringing into a country from abroad; migration 
is the act of changing place in the same country.— 
But, had it been intended to vest in congress by this 
clause, no other nor further power than that of 
prohibiting importation, the meaning could not have 
been more simply or plainly expressed, than by the 
term importation alone. The word migration be- 
ing tautological, would not have been used. 

But, whatever doubts.may be entertained upon 
this branch of the subject, your committee are of 
opinion, there can be none as to the power of con- 
gress torestrict slavery in the territories of the Unit- 
ed States, and in those states which are to be admit- 
tedinto the union. In the third section of the fourth 
article of the constitution, it is provided: «ihe 
congress shall have power to cdispose of, and make 
all needful rules and regulations respecting the ter- 
ritory or other property to the United States,” and 
in the same section it is also provided, that new 
states may be admitted by congress into their uni- 

‘on, Language could hardly be found to express a 





more full and ample delegation of power than is 
contained in these clauses. To dispose of or sella 


territory, to make all needful rules and regulations . 


respecting it, or to admit it into the union, seem to 
be powers that confer on Congress as large a dis- 
cretion, as can well be imagined or required, so 
far as they relate to the subject under consideration. 
Hence, should a territory become burthensome or 
unprofitable, it may be disposed of; should a new 
state be proposed, the citizens of which would 
make worthy members of our republic, whose con- 
stitution would be republican, and contain no pro- 
vision inconsistent with, or repugnant to those sa- 
cred principles of civil liberty, recognized and 
adopted in our bill of rights, and sanctioned by our 
constitution, congress may admit them into the 
union. 

Should congress consider slavery to be inconsis- 
tent with or inimical to republican institutions, and 
anew state should refuse to restrict its existence; 
or should a new state make no provision for that 
great safe guard ad palladium of civil liberty, the 
right of trial by jury; should there be no provisions 
for protecting the weak from the violence of the 
strong, or the poor from the oppression of the rich, 
or should the admission of a new state, be consider- 
ed as detrimental to any of those now composing 
the union, the blood and treasure of whose citizens 
have been expended in rearing and supporting the 
noble fabric of our constitution; all or any of these 
reasons would not simply justify, but demand their 
rejection from the union. 

The constitution does not give to any people or 
territory, the power of claiming admission into the 
union as aright; in the view of the committee, the 
only delegated power in regard to this subject is 
exclusively vested in congress, to be exercised at 
their discretion. 

But whatever may be the discretionary power of 
congress, as tothe admission of new states, and of 
making all needful rules and regulations respecting 
its territories, it has been said, it cannot be exercised 
in relation to the people of Missouri, in consequence 
of the provisions contained in the treaty and ces- 
sion of Louisiana. The third article of that treaty 
provides that, “the inhabitants of the ceded territo- 
r\ shall be incorporated in the union of the United 
States, and admitted as soon as possible, according 
to the principles of the federal constitution, to the 
enjoyment of all the rights, advantages and immu- 
nities of citizens of the United States, and in the 
mean time, they shall be maintained and protected 
in the free enjoyment of their liberty, their proper- 
ty, and the religion which they profess.” Uponthis 
objection your committee observe, that treaties 
fike other contracts, are to be construed and per- 
formed according to the true intent and meaning of 
the agreement, and the respective powers of the 
contracting parties. In regard to this particular 
question, it is not unfair to presume, that it never 
constituted a subject of deliberation: with either 
party. 

It is a matter of course, in treaties of eession, to 
provide for the protection of the inhabitants of the 
ceded country, intheir property, persons and reli- 
gion; and that they shall be admitted tothe enjoy- 
ment of the laws and privileges of the country: to 
which they are ceded. But these customary clauses 
are not ment to abridge or destroy the right of the 
government to make such needful rules and regu- 
lations, and to enact such laws respecting the ceded 
territory and its inhabitants, as are within the gene- 
ral scope of their constitutional powers. It Is not 
pretended that the French gevcrament, in making 
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this treaty, meant to stipulate for any particular 
form of government, or code of laws, under which 
‘the ceded territory was to be held or governed. It 
‘was just and proper on their part to provide that 
the inhabitants of the ceded territory should not be 
left without the pale of government, by which they 
might be protected. 

* But had it been required of the government of 
France to specify whether it was intended by those 
words, “the inhabitants of the ceded territory shall 
be incorporated into the union of the United States, 
ghd admitted, as soon as possible, according to the 
principles of the federal constitution, to the enjoy- 
ment of all the rights, advantages and iinmunities of 
‘citizens of the United States,” to deprive congress 
of the power of restricting slavery, the obvious and 
matural reply, in the opinion of your committee, 
‘vould have been, that this was a subject of future 
fegislation, to be regulated and determined accord- 
ing to the principles of the federal constitution.— 
Their language would have been, “we intend to 
‘provide for the present inhabitants of the territory, 
‘the protection of your laws, and the benefit of be- 
coming members of your republic, in the same man- 
ner, that they have been enjoyed by the inhabitants 
of other territories belonging to the United States, 
and which have been admitted into the union.” It 
is not provided that the inhabitants ofthe ceded ter- 
ritory, are to be admitted according to their own 
‘will or pleasure, and to enjoy the immunities and 
advantages of citizens of the United States, accord- 
ing to their own caprice, or under such conditions 
as they may require; but they are to be incorpo- 
rated into the union of theUnited States, and ad- 
mitted as soon as possible, according to the princi- 

les of the federal constitution. 

What, it will be then asked, are the principles of 
the federal constitution applicable to this subject? 
Your committee have already shewn, that one pre- 
vision in the constituticn is, that congress have the 
power to make all needful rules and regulations re- 
specting the territory of the United States, which 
includes aright to restrict slavery, and that in the 
€xercise of this power, slavery was abolished in the 
territory north-west of the Ohio; that they have the 
power also to prohibit the migration and importa- 
tion of slaves, and the power of admitting new 
states attheir diseretion. And if congress may ad- 
mit new states accortling to its discretion, it most 
clearly appears, that the stipulation in the treaty, 
“the inhabitants of the ceded territory should be in- 
corporated into the union,” is subject to the control 
and exercise ef this discretionary power. Thecon- 
tracting parties, both apprised of these constitytion- 
al powers in congress, knew that they could not be 
limited or déstroved- by a treaty, have therefore 
made the admission of the ceded territory depen- 
dent on, and their incorporation into the union to be 
according to the principles of the federal constitu- 
tion. Your committee are therefore of the opinion, 
that the treaty does not, nor was it intended by the 
contracting parties that it should contain any pro- 
vision, inconsistent with, or derogatory to the pow- 
er that congress possess over this subject under the 
constitution. 

It is further to be observed, that by the treaty, 
the inhabitants of the ceded territory are to be 
admitted to the enjoyment of all the privileges, ad- 
vantages, and immunities of citizens of the United 
States. Inthe character of citizens of the United 
States, as members of the federal compact, slaves 
cannot be held. They can be held only by citizens 


of some particular state, deriving their power solely 


~ 


Seemed 


tinction between citizens of the United States, and 
citizens of particular states, your committee can per- 
ceive no ground for contrariety of opinion. For it 
has been most strenuously contended by the op- 
ponents of restriction, that the states have reserved 
to themselves the exclusive power of continuing or 
abolishing the rights and advantages of its citizens 
to be derived from the holding of slaves, and that 
the constitution confers no authovity on congress te 
legislate upon the subject, or in any manner to ef- 
fect this species o* property. If the constitution 
therefore and congress can impart no right, nor 
confer any power as to citizens of the United States 
in regard to slavery, it would be absurd to say, that 
being admitted to all the rights, advantages, and 
immunities of citizens of the United States in the 
language of the treaty, would give to the inhabitants 
ofthe ceded territory the right of holding slaves. 
But, it is to be remarked, that the treaty only sti- 
pulates for the admission of the inhabitants of the 
ceded territory, accerding to the principles of the 
federal constitution. Congress, therefore, is the 
tribunal to decide what are those principies, and 
whatever may be the wishes or opinions of the 
French government, or of the inhabitants of the 
ceded territory upon this subject, they are bound 
in good faith to submit to, and abide by this deci- 
sion. This is the tribunal established by the con- 
stitution, to decide whether a new state may be 
adsnitted into the union. In regard to this subject, 
the jurisdiction of this tribunal is exclusive and 
paramount; and so far as the treaty making power 
should attempt to centrol or prescribe terms or 
conditions to the full exercise of this jurisdiction, 
its acts would be nugatory and unconstitutional. 
Your committee, however, do not admit the idea, 
that in the present case the provisions of the treaty 
are in any Trespect inconsistent with the full and 
unqualified exercise of the power, which congress 
possess over the subject. 

But it may be asked, what principles are to be 
found in the federal constitution, upon which the 
inhabitants of the ceded territory canclaim a right 
to the unmitigated, and unrestricted power of 
holding their colored population in perpetual bon- 
dage? In the first clause of the constitution, its 
principles and views are most fully developed, and 
forcibly expressed. ‘We, the people ofthe United 
States, in order to form a more perfect union, estab- 
lish justice, ensure domestic tranquillity, provide 
for the commen defence, promote the general wel- 
fare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves 
and our posterity, do ordain and establish this con- 
stitution for the United States of America.” Is it, 
we demand, to establish justice, that they insist 
upon the right, not merely to hold those who were 
slaves upon the cession of the territory, but to entail 
slavery upon their posterity, without the power or 
even the hope of amelioration? 

Is it te ensure domestic tranquillity, that they 
wish to create a population which, in numbers and 
physical force must have greatly the preponderance, 
and who are not bound to the state or their masters 
by any sense of moral obligation,the ties of affec- 
tion or the feelings of gratitude? 

Upon this subject we will not direct their atten- 
tion to the contemplation of scenes from which the 
heart recoils with horror, but we ask them to en- 
quire of the citizens of those states where slavery 
exists in its mildest forms, from whence arise their 
most anxious thoughts and melancholy forebodings: 
Is it to promote the general welfare, and secure the 
blessings of liberty to themselves and their poste- 





‘from the state government. 


On this point of dis- 





rity, that they wish to perpetuate and extend a spe 
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cies of servitude, that directly promotes luxury and | 
indolence, and whose consequences are so inimi- 
cal to those simple habits of life, that equality of 
condition, and those humble virtues without which 
republics cannot exist? Your committee therefore 
conclude, that the principles of the federal consti- 
tution do not comport with the existence of slavery, 
but are opposed to its exercise in whatever from or 


manner it can be practised. 
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Foreign Articles. 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

Hardy’s squadron consists of only 2 ships of the 
Jine and 2 frigates—their crews and marines are all 
picked men. Surveys of them were had before 
sailing. 

A late Dublin paper says, “On Sunday night the 
guards at the castle were trebled, the pieces of ar- 
tillery on the spot were prepared for any emergen- 
cy, and a strong body of horse was ordered to pa- 
trole on the Naas road. Similar precautions were 
taken at the last mentioned town; the guards were 
there doubled, and the staff ofthe Kildare militia 
was ordered on duty. It is alsu asserted in letters 
from Queen’s county, that several nightly meetings 
have taken place in the neighborhood ef Mount 
Mellick of persons in arms.” 

There are several newspaper publications in 
England ardently devoted to the cause of reform-- 
among them is the Black Dwarf—the Munchester 
Qbserver, the Scherwinand the Medusa,—some of, 
which are said to be distributed by “cart loads 
among the people for the express purpose of in- 
flaming the public mind against government.” Their 
tone is very bold and decisive. 

A Glasgow paper of the 18th ult. is received by 
the Camillus, at New York. A large reform meet- 
gng was held at Paisley on the 14th, at which the 
hustings were covered with black and the speakers 
dressed in mourning, expressive of their regret for 
the martyrs at Manchester. Several spirited re- 
solutions against the conduct of the Manchester ma- 
gistrates were adopted, and considerable warmth of 

fecling was manifested. Early in the evening an 
express arrived at Glasgow requesting military aid, 
and some troops were sent off who reached Paisley 
about 12 o’clock at night, at which hour, however, 
the people had nearly dispersed, and the place had 
become quiet.—The troops remained in the neigh- 
borhood.—Next day (Sunday) the place was again 
alarmed by several parties of the reformers, who 
patrolled the streets with their flags, broke the 
windows of several of the public houses, threw 
stones at the magistrates, and committed other out- 
rages. About 20 of the ringleaders were arrested, 
and order was again restored. 

Mr. Hunt. We have read the details of Hunt’s tri- 
umphant entry into the city of London. 
received like a conqueror. The very tops of the 
houses were crowded with men and women desir- 

ous of seeing him, and he was every where greeted 
with acclamation. The procession of horse and 
foot, and carriages, and of men carrying banners, 
was of a very great length, and the roads and streets 
for several! miles were literally filled with people. 
The ministry have made this man a very great per. 
sonage, and all the slanders of their printers seem 
only to exalt himin the opinion of his fellow citi- 
zens. Indeed, we begin to think he must be a pret- 
ty clever fellow; and, so far as his public conduct is 
known to us, he has evinced considerable talents, 
and managed his affairs with great firmness and 








He was’! 


been very decorous, from the notice taken of him iu 
the newspapers. 
On his departure from Manchester for London. 
Hunt left the following address, which was publish- 
ed in the Manchester Observer of the 11th Sept. 

“Tothe brave reformers of Lancashire. 

_ Semdley cottage, Sept. 10,1819. 

‘My friends and fellow countrymen-—Before If 
leave your county, permit me to offer you my warm- 
est thanks for your peaceable, patient, persevering, 
and manly conduct dering the reign of terror since 
my arrival here. Many of you have been put to 
the torture of the sabre and the truncheon; your 
amiable wives and innocent children have been 
inhumanly butchered by the cowardly hands of those 
who ought to have been their guardians and protec- 
tors; inyself and nine others have been incarcerated 
in solitary dungeons, and exhibited to your coun- 
ty under a military escort, in order to draw the pub- 
lic attention from the infamous, dastardly, and cow- 
ardly acts of the cold-blooded villains who instigat- 
ed the ruffians to butcher peaceable and unarmed 
men, women and children. But im doing this they 
have only assisted in binding the rod which is pre- 
paring for their own backs! Mark well my resolve 
—I have made a solemn vow not to taste one drep 
of taxed beer, spirits, wine, or tea, till we have 
brought some of these murderers to justice. The 
eye of all England is fixed steadily upon the scenes 
now passing in your county—and there is not aman 
or woman in the nation who can boast one drop of 
English blood in their veins, but will assist either 
in obtaining justice or inflicting summary ven- 
geance for the wrongs you have sustained. .Con- 
stant communications upon this subject will be in- 
serted in the people’s press, the Manchester Obser- 
ver. 
“J remain, my friends and fellow countrymen, 
your sincere friend, Henny Hunrr.” - 
Stocks—Sept. 29. 3 percent. consols 69 1-2 1-4. 
} The latest. Files of English papers to the 29th of 
September. have been received. They are filled 
} with severe animadversions on the Manchester mur- 
ders, with account of riots, at Glasgow, Paisley, &c. 
&c. ‘The fermentation seems general. Hunt was 
visiting the theatres and other places of public re- 
sort, and was every where received by the people 
with shouts of approbation of his conduct. It is 
said that he was about to visit Ireland, on a “refornz 
mission.” 

The prince regent (or rather the ministers, for 
the prince cannot do or say any thing of himself), irr 
a reply to an address of the common council of J.on- 
don, has assumed a tone of reproof, little calculated 
to soothe the public sensibility. 

The mayor of Liverpool had been requested ta 
calla public meeting to petition the prince regent 
to institute an efficient, strict and solemn inquiry 
into the proceedings at Manchester, but had refus- 
{ed; in consequence of which, a notice for a public 
meeting to be held in Clayton Square, on the 29th 
Sept. was published, signed by 24 of the most re- 
spectable men in Liverpoo!. 

In some places the rioters have proceeded te 
great lengths; and at Glasgow made a shew of op- 
position to the military. ‘The details are long and 
of no great interest, except to manifesta spirit of re- 
sistance net hitherto shewn. The hustings or 
stages,from which the speakers addressed the mui- 
titudes, were uniformly covered with black cloth, 
as atoker of mourniny for those who perished af 
Manchester. . 

City of Londor address to the prince regent.—At. 





propriety; and we judge that his proceedings have 


12 o’clock on Friday the lord mayor, attended by 
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two sheriffs, alderman Waithman, the recorder, the 
common serjeant, a number of common council- 
men, &c. waited on the prince regent, agreeably to 
the appointment made on Thursday, with the ad- 
dress voted by the common council, on the subject 
of the late transactions at Manchester. 

Their reception from his royal highness was most 
gracious. On the right of the prince were lords 
Sidmouth and Castlereagh; on the left were the 
duke of Wellington and lord Liverpool. 

The address having been read by the recorder, 
the prince regent mace following answer: 

“I receive with feelings of deep regret, this ad- 
dress and petition of the lord mayor, aldermen, and 
commons of the city of London, in commen coun- 
eil assembled. 

“Atatime when ill-designed and turbulent men 
are actively engaged in inflaming the minds of their 
fellow subjects, and in endeavoring, by means the 
most daring and insidious, to abdicate them from 
their allegiance to his majesty and the established 
constitution of the realm, it is on the vigilance and 
conduct of the magistrates that the preservation of 
the public tranquility must, in a great degree, de- 
pend; and a firm, faithful and active discharge of 
their duty, cannot but give them the strongest claim 
to the support and approbation of their sovereign 
and their country. 

‘sWith the circumstances which preceded the lave 
meeting at Manchester, you must be unacquainted; 
and, of those which attended it, you appear to be 
incorrectly informed. 

“If however, the laws were really violaced on that 
occasion, by those to whom it immediately belonged 
to assist in the execution of them, the tribunals of 
their country are open to afford redress; but to in- 
stitute an extra judicial enquiry, under such circum- 
stances as the present, would be manifestly incon- 
sistent with the clearest principles of public jus- 
tice.” | 

The Leeds meeting consisted af 50,090 persons, 
who dispersed peaceably. At Carhsie it is said that 
a body of 2000 men are daily drilled in preparation 
for a civil war! At London, on ameeting of the com- 
mon hall for electing a mayor, on the 29th of Sept. 
the lord mayor, aldermen and civil magistrates were 
driven from their seats—his lordship retired by a 
private door, and no election had taken place at 
our last accounts. The mayor is very unpopular, 
and the common hall has several times been the 
scene of highly acrimonious debate. ‘The minis- 
terial papers are making the most of a difference 
that is said to exist between Mr. Hunt and Dr. Wat- 
son, asthough it were a mighty affair. Many meet- 
ings are convoked to censure the Manchester mas- 
sacre, and contribute to the relief of the sufferers. 
The people speak very boldiy, and publicly say 
that a commotion is expected, and that they are pre- 

paring for it. The marquis of Tavistock has sent 
J0/. to the treasurer appointed at the Westminster 
meeting for the use of the sufferers at Manches- 
ter—ecarl Grosvenor, also, in a letter which is pub- 
hshed, gave the like sum; though opposed to uni- 
versal suffrage, &c. he deprecates the attack upon 
the people, &c. The mayor of London is hooted 
at whenever he appears in the streets—but alder- 
man Waithman is received with cheers. The mili- 
tary are on the alert, and where arms are deposited 
they are collected in force, &c. 

A London paper of the 17th September, says— 
“The revenue, we regret to state, has notwithstand- 
ing the new taxes, fallen off in the current quarter, 
already 890,000 pounds. The deficiency wi!l proba- 


bly exceed : million before the end of the quarter.” 








—— 


opThe most distinct account of tiie late proceed- 
ings in London, is thus received from New York— 

By the arrival last evening of the packet ship 
Courier, Bowne, we have received London papers 
to the 29th of September, inclusive, one day later 
than announced in the morning papers. They are 
chiefly occupied with meetings inevery part of the 
country. The Courier, of the 29th Sept. contains 
the proceedings down to three o’clock on that day, 
of acommon hall, for the election of lord mayor— 
anda more violentand stormy meeting, we do not 
recollect to have ever read or heard of. Hunt and 
Hone were present, and were loudly cheered by 
the populace. There was a dreadful struggle be- 
tween the parties to occupy the hustings. When 


‘the lord mayor advanced tothe front to make his 


obeisance, it was quite impossible to describe the 
uproar which assailed his ears from all quarters: 
“Fire!” “Murder!” sounded throughout the hall. 
It would be impossible, says the Courier, to give 
an adequate description of the scene. 

Vhe front of the hustings was scaled—the seats 
of the lord mayor, aldermen and civic officers were 
usurped, and every thing like a decent respect for 
that corporate body abandoned: a sort of brutal 
triumph over that institution which had hitherto 
been considered sacred, prevailed, and in this state 
things remained when our reporter left the hall, 
at halfafter two. 

(pThe temper of the people manifested in Eng- 
land and in the south of Scotland, seems to render 
it highly probable that some change, either in the 
condition of the people or of the government, is 
nearly athand. Employmentand bread on the one 
side, or reformation or revolution on the other, 
appears now to be unavoidable. 

FRANCE, 

The vintage has been uacommonly abundant— 
and winesare said to be reduced 5u per cent. inthe 
prices that they lately maintained. 

The return of Sou/tto France has given much of- 
fence to the British printers: who think that king 
Louis is bound to be advised by them! Suchethas 
been appointed ambassador to the Ottoman Porte. 
Savary’s wife is making great interest to obtain a 
reversal of the sentence of death (par contumace) 
against her husband. 

It is stated that the ex-general Sarazin,, (convict- 
ed of bigamy), has solicited that he may not standin 
the pillory with two notorious swindlers! A very 
modest request! 

Vhe Quotidienne has a curious paragraph, stating 
that tri-colored waistcoats are now openly sold at 
Paris, and adding that this is doubtless a prepara 
tion for the adoption of the cockade. 7 

Paris, Sept. 10. A deputation of cotton manufac- 
tures had a private audience of his majesty on 
Wednesday, when they presented an address ex- 
pressive of their gratitude for the favorable senti- 
ments which his majesty is known to entertain to- 
wards them, and representing how much this 
branch of industry stands in need of anactive and 
constant protection. His majesty replied, that few 
things were nearer to his heart than the prosperity 
ofthe cotton manufacture of his kingdom, and that 
he would avail himself of all the power of the laws 
in order to give it protection. 

(cPDuring the short period of his power, Napo- 
leon Bonaparte did more for France, than the Bour- 
bons had done for centuries; andin all parts of the 
country, as is the custom at Trieste, the people 
may point to some noble improvement and say, 
‘behold the work of Napoleon!” His roads, canals 
and bridges, and sound political economy, by whch 
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he secured to France the immense creation of pro- 
perty which profitable labor may furnish every 
country with, has given a kingdom to Louis in which 
there is more private comfort than any other in the 
world possesses, The people have enough to do, 
and plenty to eat and enjoy. 

SPAIN. 

By a late arrival from Cadiz we have a report that 
erders were received from the Spanish government 
to release the officers who had been arrested upon 
the representation of gen. O’Donnel, and eompen- 
sation to be made them for their imprisonment: and 
that a military court was ordered to try gen. O’ 
Donnel. It was supposed that he might be in hazard 
_of even capital punishment. 

Men in buckram, We have an intercepted de- 
spatch which wasdesigned for “his excellency gen. 
_ don Pablo Morillo,” shewing the foree of the “naval 

army, designated for the kingdom of Suenos Ayres 
and Rio de la Plata.” Itshews a mighty force—on 
paper, and if it were worth the room we would in- 
sert itasacuriosity. But a good many of the ships 
that were to carry out and convoy the troops were 
“wanting repairs,” &c. some were “expected” and 
ethers “contracted for!!!” 

‘rhe yellow fever is reported to prevail in Seville, 
and that in consequence great alarm prevailed in 
Andalusia. It isalso said torage in the fleet at Ca- 
diz. 

A letter from Madrid (published in a London pa- 
per) dated Sept. 1. says—The affair of the Floridas 

must necessarily draw upon our cabinet the attention 
of all the powers who have any thing to gain or 
lose in the revolutions of which Spanish America is 
at this moment the theatre, or may so become on 
the slightest signal from Washington. This affair 
is inexplicable, even here where the principal ac- 
tors of the piece perform their parts before our 
eyes. It is said sir H. Wellesley declares that Eng- 
land has nothing to do with the refusal to ratify this 
treaty; at least that ambassador pretty openly disa- 
vows the part which his caurt was supposed to have 
taken in this strange negociation, which has be- 
come abortive almost as soonas it was concluded.— 
It is added, that the French ambassador, in the 
name of his most christian majesty, charitably advi- 
ses the Spanish cabinet not to hazard a rupture, the 


consequence of which may gradually produce a ge- 


neral war. The opinion of all sensible men in this 


— 


London, Sept. 18. _We understand by letters re- 
ceivedin the city by the last mail from Valencia, 
that an immense number of persons (indeed, ‘so ma- 
ny as 140 are mentioned) have been put to torture, 
.in the castles and dungeens of Murviedro, with a 
view to extract from them confessions respecting 
any popular commotions that might be dreaded in 
the country. {The long agony is” not over, tho’ 
Spain “reposes in the arms of her legitimate sove- 
reign,” as Governeur Morris queerly said when fool 
Ferdinand mounted the throne. A more particu- 
lar account of the tortures neticed above is deferred 
for want of room, but shall appear in our next. It 
seems that the ‘holy inquisition” has regained its 
old diabolical ascendency.] 
ITALY. 

We some time ago mentioned that a fishing for 
statues and other remains of antiquity, had com- 
menced in the Tiber, at Rome. Three weeks were 
employed in dragging the stream, but nothing was 
found, and the project has been abandoned. 

GERMANY, 
The vile persecution of the Jews continues in 
Germany. ‘their synagogues have been attacked 
and destroyed in many places, with all the things 
usedin their worship. The king of Bavaria, how- 
ever, decided that the town of Wurtzburg should 
indemnify those who had suffered at that place. 
At Heidelberg the mob, in the midst oftheir ex- 
ploits against the Jews, were attacked sword in 
hand by the students of the university, who made 
a number of prisoners and put the rest to flight. 
Hundreds of this oppressed people are flying to 
France, where, thanks to Napeleon, religion is con- 
sidered as an affair between man and his Creator. 
It is thought that the press in Germany will ge- 
nerally be put under very severe restrictions. 
The repert is reiterated, of serious differences 
between the courts of Petersburg, Vienna and Ber- 
lin, respecting the projects of the emperor of Rus- 
sia, foruniting to the kingdom of Poland, all those 
portions of it which have been detached. 

A general meeting of the students of the univer- 
sities of Germany, &c. was contemplated to be held 
at Berlin. The king of Prussia bas ordered that 
those in his dominions should notattend. 

PRUSSIA. 

Marshal Blucher died at Breslaw, on the 12th of 

September last, in the 77th year of his age. Of 


country is, that by refusing the ratification, andj himand Wellington, in respect to the fight at Wa- 
thereby furnishing a legitimate pretext for the am-] terloo, ithas been said,that the former ‘won the bat- 


bitious policy of the United States, his majesty is 


about to sign the loss, or, in other words, the eman- 
We know not how far 


cipation of all his colonies. 
we may take for granted the words ascribed to sir 


tle, and the other bought the field.” 
RUSSIA, 
Odessa, on the Black sea, is declared a freeport. 
‘| The emperor has issued an edict to establish an 


H. Wellesley. As to the efforts of the prince de] university at St. Petersburg, on a very liberal plan. 


Montmorency-Laval, duke of St. Ferdinand, we 


He is much engaged in extending the benefits 


well know that his excellency himself does not] of education throughout his dominions, and is 
reckon himself on having the least influence; and the} interested to ameliorate the condition of his millions 
situation of the affairs of the French in Spain leave | of slaves. 


no doubt on this subject. 


From the Alexandria Herald. We understand 


The departure of the expedition, the preparations | from good authority, that two Russian sloops of war, 
fer which have for a long time cost 4,000,000 of} (each accompanied by a store ship) have lately sail . 
franes yer month, is a thing no longer to be thought] ed on different voyages of discovery. 


of. Letters from Andalusia state, that the troops 


[ We have some reason to believe that our govern- 


are marched off in haste towards Estremadura.—j ment are advised that the Russian ships of disco- 
Such is the obstinate determination te commit to} very have other and very different objects in view. 
the waves a multitude of unfortunate beings, that it] It is under pretence of discovery, that they have 
is still hoped to re-organize this armament, already| constantly two or more frigates or vessels of war 


perhaps afflicted with the plague, in the port of Lis 
bon, if the Portuguese consent! Senseless reports 


which merely prove that here it is still believed 
that every thing ought to yield to the infalhbility of 


-} coasting from below the coast of California to 
»| above Columbia river.—Dem. Press. ] 

SWEDEN, 
There is a report that king Bernadotte has heen 





absolate power. 


shot—particulars not given. 
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DENMARK. 

Fresh disturbances have broken out in Copenha- 
gen, where the windows of many houses, more par. 
ticularly of those inhabited by Jews were broken, so 
that the tuoops in various parts of the town, were 
obliged to fire on the mob. Eighty persons were 
arrested, and some of them sentenced to rigerous 
punishment. Tranquility prevailed when the last 
accounts came away, 

WEST INDIES. 

The Jate hurricane appears to have been general, 
to“windward.” Itis said that not forty houses re- 
mained standing on the islands of Tortola and St. 
John’s. Many lives have been lost in the different 
islands. 

The report that the royal Spanish brig San Fer- 
nando, had captured an “insurgent” privateer, is 
contradicted—on the contrary, fears are entertain- 
ed for another of “his majesty’s” vessels, with 
$200,000 in specie and a very valuable cargo on 
board, which should have arrived at Havana. 

The pirate Mitchell—Extract of a letter, dated St. 
Jago de Cuba, Sept. 22. 

“This celebrated character has made his appear- 
ance off ourcoast. About 30 days ago a small schr. 
was fitted out at Biama (about 40 leagues to lee- 
ward) with a crew of 41 men, for the purpose of tak- 
ing the pirates off that port. A few daysafter sail- 
ing, they fell in with, and gave battle to, an open 
boat, manned with 24 men well armed—the crew of 
the boat, notwithstanding their inferiority in point 
of numbers, immediately boarded, and after fighting 
with desperation, for perhaps 15 minutes, found 
themselves in complete possession of the sch’r. ‘i he 
leader or captain of the pirates proved to be Mitch- 
ell, who was once in Newbern. The loss of the 
pirates was 2 killed—that of the sch’r 22 killed, 12 
jumped overboard, (a part of whom perished in at- 
tempting to reach the shore)—the remainder, 
whose fate is uncertain, were left on board. ‘This 
news was brought here by a number of Spaniards 
from Biama. 

The patriot cruisers are still in the offing, but 
disturb nothing except bona fide Spanish vessels. 
They board Americans but treat them with respect. 
Notwithstanding they are continually in sight, and 
makirg prizes of all Spanish vessels taey fall in with, 
and the pirates aré in shore plundering all flags, 
without discrimination—there is now, and has been 
for some time past, one of his Catholic majesty’s 
brigs, of 18 guns and 125 men, lying in port—but it 
is impossible to get her out to attack them. 


SOUTH AMERICA. 

Letters from Buenos Ayres contain an account of 

three dreadful earthquakes, which took place in 
Copiapo on the 3d, 4th, and 11th of last April—the 
whole city is said to be destroyed by these awful 
visitations. More than three thousand persons 
were traversing the neighboring plains, flying from 
the desolation which had been produced. It ap- 
ars, according to allthe accounts, that the inha- 
itants had time to save their lives, but only their 
lives. Copiapo is asea port of Chili, and stands on 
the south side of a river of the same name, about 
490 miles N. by E. of Valparaiso. 

Lord Cochrane has returned with his fleet to Val- 
araiso. We have the official details of his cruise, 
c. He attributes the defeat of his enterprize to 

the “passive policy of the enemy at Callao,’’ who 
though provoked to combat, would not leave his de- 
fences. He does not appear to have been wanting 
in endeavors to accomplish his purposes. He had 
had come brushes with the royal forces of Peru, and 


$100,000. He also brought with him about 100 
negroes, whe sought shelter under his flag. 

The congress of the united provinces of fhe Rio 
de la Plata was in session, and going on smoothly. 
‘The provinces represented are as follows: Buenos 
Ayres, by 5 members: Cordova 3; Tucuman 5; Cuyo 
2; Salta 2; Charcas 4; Cochabamba 3; Potosi 1—ir 
all 21. Among the things done, they have estab- 
lished a national bank; but it was thought the peo~ 
ple would not be satisfied with a paper currency’ 
Every preparation was making for the expedition 
threatened from Cadiz. ‘The British are said to 
appear less friendly than heretofore, and their con 
sul had beenrecalled. 

“rhe representatives are paid by the various con- 
gressional districts in the different provinces, ex- 
cepting the three last, whiah are partially under the 
influence of the Spaniards—In consequence of 
which their representatives are paid at the rate of 
$125 per month out of the national treasury, but 
thissum isto be hereafter refunded by the provinces. 
Economy seems to be the order of the day; the of/ 
ficers of the various departments, clerks, &c. tothe 
number of 121, have been diminished to 77, andthe 
amount of their salaries, $82,907 has been reduced 
to $48,550, a saving of more than thirty-five thou- 
sand dollars.” 

From the Mercantile Advertiser. We have been 
favored with a Buenos Ayres Gazette of the 18th 
of August, brought by the Planter, captain Steward. 
It contains 
A decree forbidding every Furopean Spaniard to’ 
leave the country without a special license, under 
the penalty of the confiscation of his property. 

A regulation for the encouragement of privateers,’ 
All neutral vessels engaged in the service of the 
government of Spainare to be considered as Spa.’ 
nish property. Privateers are to be allowed one 
half the value of Spanish vessels of war and trans 
ports captured and sunk at sea, and $500 for eve 
cannon sotaken. Prizes brought into port shallbe 
free of duty, and a bounty of fifty dollars for every 
prisoner brought in. 

Another decree prohibits the exportation of salty 
ed provisions and every species of grain. 

A private letter from Buenos Ayres of the 14th 
August, states that the recent change of supreme 
director has given much satisfaction; don Jose 
Rondeau, who now occupies that station, being a pr- 
triot and a republican, is much respected by alf 
classes, Nothing was known of the situation of Ca 
reva, other than a report that he had sometime since 
disappeared from his family and friends, who feareé 
that he was assassinated. 

We have an unpleasant report from Angostura 
stating arew revolution there, by which Arismendé 
became the head of the government; and that 
gen. Ordinati was moving his troops to oppose hime, 
Bolivar, if thus superceded, must be checked in his: 
gloriouscareer! This will be shameful. 

The British generals English and Sandusky, are 
said to have died of the fever at Margaritta. 

CPA private letter received at Baltimore fromt 
Angostura, announces the receipt, at that place, of: 
despatches from Bolivar, dated at Santa Fe, and en- 
closes his proclamation issued on the conquest of" 
New Grenada, which shall be inserted. He found 
between 5 and 600,000 dollars in the royal mint, 
and by other captures of royal treasures, he writes 
that onthe 15th of August he was in the possession 
of one million of dollars. Buthe appears to have suf- 
fered much; the corps of English, Irish and Scotch 
that were with him, had been reduced from about 





| 


made some prizes; among them a vessel with 


400 to not more than 90 men. 














NILES’ REGISTER NOVEMBER 6, 1819:--CHRONICLE. 159 





ee I 


ees 





‘But the most agreeable part of this letter is, that 
it casts a doubt upon the report of the revolution 
at Angostura, Dr. Zea being called the “vice presi- 
dent,” ashe was when Bolivar left that place, 


= cere a 
English Game Laws. 
FROM THE EASTERN ARGUS. 

The only security which the English government 
possesses of existing six months is derived from 
their game laws. These laws have, in effect, dis- 
armed the bulk of the people. By the theory which 
‘s called the English constitution, the king is the sole 
proprietor of all the game in the kingdom, and no 
subject is allowed to kill any game; or keep @ gun tor 
the purpose of killing game, but such as are spe- 
cially permitted by law. The game laws, as they 
at present exist, derive their origin from William 
the conqueror. This monarch, not satisfied with 
the ample forests which he found already appropri- 
ated for the royal amusement, laid waste thirty miles 
of territory in the county of Hampshire, to make 
room for a forest —(still called the new forest.) The 
miserable inhabitants were exiled from their homes 
without receiving any compensation for ther losses, 
and the country grew up into a forest. 

By the statute of 22 and 23, chapter 2, which is 
now in force, it is enacted, that every person who 
has not a freehold estate of the clear yearly value 
of one hundred pounds, or a leasehold estate of the 
value of one hundred and fifty pounds, for the term of 
ninety-nine years or longer, except he be the oldest 
son of an esquire, or some person of bigher degree, 
or the owner or keeper of a forest, park, chase or 
warren, stocked with deer or conies, for their ne- 
cessary use, is declared to be a person not allowed by 
the laws of the realm to have or keep for himself, or 
any other persen, any guns, bows, greylounds, setiing 
dogs, ferrets, cony dogs, lurchers, hays, nets, low- 
bels, harepipes, gins, snares, and other engines for 
taking and killing game. 

A person, therefore, to be qualified to keep a 
run, &c. must either—I1st, have a freehold estate of one 
Aundred pounds per annum; or, 2d, a leasehold estate 
for the term of ninety-nine years or more, of one hun- 
dred and fifty pounds; or, Sd, be the eldest son of an 
esquire, or some person of a higher degree, or to be the 
owner or keeper of a forest, chase or warren. 

The object of these laws is stated by Blackstone 
to be—the preservation of game; the prevention of 
idleness in the ower classes of the community; last, 
though not least, for the preventing of popular insur- 
rections and resistunce to the government, dy DISARM- 
ING THE BULK OF THE PEOPLE: *-rAich last,” says he, 
with more candor than he usually exhibits in his 
commentaries, “ts a reason ofiner meant than avowed 
by the makers of the game laws.” 

The effect of these laws must be, when enforced 
as they are by heavy penalties, to disarm a great 
majority, at least ninety-nine hundredths, of the popu- 
lation. If the people should be goaded on by their 
present sufferings to resistance, they must enter 
the contest under great disadvantages. The pro- 
bable result will be, a suppression of the insurrec- 
tion, and their fetters be more firmly riveted. 

The British faction in this country begin, evident- 
ly, to feel alarmed for ther dear England. A writer 
in the Boston Daily Advertiser says: 








“We only fear that these disorders will lead to a | 


material change for the worse in the system of British 
liberty. ‘That it will tend to assimilate that govern- 
ment, in some degree, to those of the continent of 
Europe, and will lessen that spirit of freedom which 


country from which we descended, in whose wel- 
fare we are most deeply interested, and for whose 
success we ought forever most earnestly to pray.’” 
The game laws are a specimen of British liberty; 
it is the liberty of the rich to oppress the poor. To 
pretend to assimilate the freedom of our country to 
that of Enziand, isan insult to the common sense of 
the community; yet this writer has the effrontery 
to say, : 

“We hear perpetually from our prejudiced and 
half-instructed and informed travellers of the abuses 
that prevail in that country, and yet it is true that 
Great Britain presents a picture of domestic society, 
of laws, of independence, individual and social, 30 
nearly like our own that it is impossible ta discern the 
minute distinctions.” 
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Adj. &3 Insp. Gen’s. Office,.October 27, 1819, ~ 

wotick. Under the arrangement of the depart- 
ments of state, treasury, war, and navy, published 
the 27th of May, 1818, «That all claimants shall have 
their business attended to, by transmitting their 
papers, without employing agents in this city,” I 
have uniformly and promptly delivered over to the 
preper officer all papers which have been enclosed 
to me. ‘This course I shall continue cheerfully to 
pursue; but it is impossible to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of all such papers; and I do not feel myself lia- 
ble to account for any vouchers or communications 
which do not belong to the files of this office. 

I give this notice, as a general answerto the many 
correspondents who avail themselves of my servicea 
in this way. D. PARKER, 

Adjutant and inspector general. 

The general land office gives notice, for the infor- 
mation of those who have forwarded claims for 
military bounty lands, that the lands appropriated 
for that object in Hlinois and Missouri (North) hav- 
ing been distributed several months ago, no more 
patents can be issued until the lottery for military 
lands in Arkansas shall be prepared, which probably 
will not be drawn until after the next session of 
congress. 

October 28. 

Beneficence. A few of the ladies of Uniontown, 
Frederick county, Md. and its vicinity, have for- 
warded for the use of the poor, lately encamped on 
Hampstead hill, Baltimore, a waggon load of bed 
clothing and wearing apparel, and $15in cash. May 
no one of them ever feel the want of such benefits 
as they have conferred! 

Cotton. The crop in South Carolina and Geor- 
gia,is said tobe very abundant. Corn, also, is very 
plentiful in the upper country, at 25 cents per bush- 
el. This is pleasing news. 

Mediterranean squndran. Some have expressed 
fears for the safety of this squadron, from that under 
sir Thomas Hardy, who has sailed with sealed or- 
ders. We have noapprehensions for it on that ac- 
count. Certainly, the United States have no wish 
to go to war with England; there is no present cause 
in dispute with that power—and England will not 
commence a war upon us by an act which must ren» 
der her infamous in Europe, and hated by everg 
man, woman and child in America. 

Preparation! Whatever may the intentions of 
Spain and her master, the British ministry, it would 
seem that our government will not “be caught nap- 
ping.” Itis understood that the Peacock has gone 
to the Mediterranean to put our squadron on its 
guard -—we are told of the march of troops and trane-. 
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British naval officers have lately been appointed to 
serve on the lakes, com. Rodgers has also proceeded 
there, just to take a peep at the condition of our 
affairs at Sacket’s Harbor. Still, we have no notion 
that Great Britain means to quarrel with us, and we 
do not want to quarrel with her. 

Died: at Fredericktown, on the 26th ult, Thomas 
Johnson, esq. aged 88 years, first governor of the 
state of Maryland. 

, at Henderson, Ky. gen. Samuel Hopkins, who 

served his country in the revolutionary and in the 
late war. He was subsequently a member of con- 
gress, and much esteemed as a warm patfiot and a 
worthy man. 

.The Erie Canal. We havea long and very pleas- 

ing account of the first experiment in navigating a 
part of the grand western canal in New York. ‘he 
water was let into that part of it which extends from 
Utica to Rome, (a distance of 15 miles) onthe 22d 
ult. and the next day was navigated by a large boat 
carrying about 70 persons, among them was govern- 
or Clinton, drawn bya horse, from Utica to Rome, 
and back again, 30 miles, in 8 hours and twenty 
minutes, exclusive of stoppages. A vast multitude 
of anxious {people lined the sides of the canal— 
but every thing succeeded according to the most 
sanguine expectations, and the cheers and shouts 
of the people, with the ringing of bells and the 
discharge of artillery, with the bands of music, &c. 
rendered the experiment highly interesting. The 
transportation of merchandize on the canal has al- 
tTeady commenced. The boat Cemmodore Perry 
arrived at Utica on the 27th with sat, from Salina. 
About 90 miles of the canal will be finished this sea- | 
son. . 

Missouri expedition The scientific corps, attach- 
ed to this expedition proceeding by land to the 
Council Bluffs, were visited by a party of Pawnee 
and Otto Indians who appeared friendly, but finally 
plundered them of their horses, provisions and 
clothing, &c. except what they had on their backs, 
without however offering the least violence to their 
persons. After wandering several days, the gentle- 
nen were fortunately met by a party of Kansas In- 
cians who relieved their wants and escorted them 
to Martin’s cantonment. 

INDIAN cession. From the Detroit Gazette of Oct. 1. 
We understand that a treaty with the Chippe- 
wa Indians has been concluded by gov. Cass, for 
the cession to the United States of a considerable 
portion of this territory, including all the country 
upon the Sagana river andits branches. Whe boun- 
dary of the tract now purchased, commences at the 
present Indian boundary line west of this place, and 
runs from that point due west 60 miles, thence ina 
direct line west of this place, and runs from that 
point due west 60 miles, thence in a direct line to 
the head of Thunder Bay river, and down the same 
to the mouth, which is probably from seventy-five 
to one hiindred miles northwest of Sagana Bay. 

The treaty has been concluded upon terms equal- 
ly advantageous to the United States and to the 
Indians, andin a manner so satisfactory to the latter 
that we learn their chief speaker, Nushemenonde- 
quet, was despatched by the nation to wait for gov. 
Cass upon this side of the Sagana river, and to in- 
form him that they felt perfectly satisfied with the 
arrangement which had been made, and very thank- 
ful for the attention shewn to them. 

vonsiderable reservations have been made for 
them, and the means provided for assisting them in 
agriculture; and there is reason to hope from the 
disposition they now manifest, that they will be- 





This cession ‘contains more than six millions of 
acres, and is very important to this territory. The 
gentlemen who attended the treaty from this place, 
concur in opinion respecting the quality and situa- 
tion of the land and the natural advantages of the 
country. They, represent the soil to be of the first 
quality, heavily timbered with immense forests of 
sugar tree and black walnut timber, afid'a large part 
of it equal, in every point of view, to the Miami and 
3cioto bottoms in the state of Ohio. | 

_ The Saganais stated to be a fine large river, na- 
vigable many milesfrom the Sagana Bay for vessels 
of burthen, and far into the interior of the country 
for loaded boats. Five considerable streams unite 
at a place called La Fourche, to form this river, pre- 
senting an almost unexampled instance of a beauti- 
ful and highly fertile -ountry, being watered in the 
most bountiful manner. 

Lecat surisniction. Albany, Oct. 27. On Thurs- 
day last, the hon. supreme court, now sitting in this 
city, delivered an important decision of jurisdiction- 
al rightin this state to take cognizance of offences 
arising within the limits of such places within the 
state, asare garrisoned by the army of the United 
States. 

The prisoner was tried at the summer circuit in 
the county of Niagara, forthe murder of a fellow 
soldier, under circumstances of peculiar atrocity. It 
appeared from the recapitulation of the facts, by his 
honor justice Platt, that it had been committed 
within the fortress of Niagara—and that the prisor- 
er was convicted on full satisfactory evidence. An 
objection was taken by the prisoner’s counsel, that 
the jurisdiction of this state did not extend to such 
piaces as were occupied by the U. States’ troops as 
a garrison, His honor the chief justice delivered 
the opinion of the court, that the act was committed 
within the jurisdiction of this state, and that the pri- 
soner wasamenable to its laws. 

Animpressive address was then made by judge 
Platt to the prisoner, in a manner that reflects on 
him the highest honor asa man, a scholar and a 
Christian. ‘The sentence was then passed, ordering 
the prisoner, for execution, in the county of Niaga- 
ra, on Friday the 3d day of December next. 


Specie The workmen employed in digging the 
foundation for a new building, in Baker’s alley 
Philadelphia, found a copper chest, apparently 
filled with Spanish dollars A great scramble took 
place; but it was afterwards found that these dollars 
were made of copper lightly washed with silver, 
exceedingly well done. 


Repid transportation—It is stated in the Augusta 
(Georgia) Herald ofthe 16th inst. that a gentleman 
in that city, had recently received a package of 
goods from New York, by the way of Savannah, in 
144 hours! 


Curious collection. A London paper says—A 
country gentleman, by enormous trouble, and at 
very considerable expense, collected, and is still 
collecting, every rope that has been used for hang- 
ing criminals throughout England, Scotland, and 
Ireland. The museum of this original, presents, in 
chronological order, a long range of ropes symetri- 
cally hooked along the walls; an inscription is at- 
tached to each rope, containing the name of the 
criminal who suffered by it, a history of the crime, 
particulars of the trial, and specifying the time and 
place, even the very dmy and hour, ofhis execution. 

To complete this cabinet of curiosities, in a way 
congenial to his own taste, the collector will proba- 
bly hang himself at last, and leave his own rope to 





augment the whimsical biography. 


